Throughout the Middle Ages and well into the sixteenth century it was held that the psychological functions of commonsense (sensus communis, deriving from the special and tactile senses), reasoning, imagination, and memory were located within the brain's ventricles. Ruth Harvey traces the origins of the idea from Nemesius at the end of the fourth century A.D., and discusses it in the light of medical and then philosophical tradition.
Her study is a scholarly one, but defective in several ways. She incorporates into her text a lot of material that is very well known; for example, we are told that Galen was born in Pergamum, etc., etc. Also she demonstrates some naivety when handling this data. She has omitted a good deal of the "medical" secondary literature and has made a number of errors. Thus she states that, ". . . Galen handed on a scheme which located the powers of imagination, thought, and memory in the three main cerebral ventricles . . ." (p. 60), but it did not originate with Galen, although he had delineated both the ventricles and the three main psychological functions. Galen 
